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          Monday 13 April 2020 

To all parents of Khanyisa 

 

The school management addresses this letter to all parents at probably the most difficult time in the life of the school community.  The 

Covid -19 Coronavirus pandemic has hit the country and we are starting to face the most difficult stages of the confrontation of the 

pandemic over the next six to eight weeks. The initial 21 day lockdown has almost passed and we are confronted by a further 14 day 

lockdown until the end of April. 

 

Already we have seen the suspension of work in many areas, school and university closures, and the fact that parents employed at  

certain companies, which were deemed non-essential services, not being able to work and earn an income. This has placed many of 

our families in great difficulty.  We think of parents who are self-employed and who have no income due to the lockdown and are 

battling simply to ensure that there is food on the table, and to provide the basic necessities.  Parents have the added responsibility to 

ensure their own safety and that of the family during this time. 

 

A further problem that we are facing is that of the uncertainty of the times.  No one has any real experience of this disease and the 

scope of the problem.  We still do not know whether the lockdown will be extended beyond April 30, 2020.  This creates great 

uncertainty around issues such as when school will reopen, under which conditions they will reopen, and with the rapid increase in the 

burglaries at schools, what conditions will await us when we reopen. The school management and the Governing Council have no 

control over this as we can and will only reopen once the Department of Health and the Department of Basic Education has given the 

go-ahead for schools to reopen.  We therefore at this time have to live with the uncertainty we face. 

 

During this time of uncertainty, we have seen a serious drop-off in the payment of school fees, as some parents have rightfully 

enquired about the payment of school fees, when their children are not  at school.  The parents who have elected to pay school fees on 

a monthly basis, form the vast majority of our parents. Parents have signed a contract to pay fees for twelve months of the year if the 

learners are being taught, even if they are not being taught at school.   

 

Even while the school was closed for the lockdown, learners were issued with work to be done during the lockdown, while other 

teachers even during the lockdown are engaging with learners on different platforms.  Teachers have contact sessions with learners on 

Whattsapp,  on the Google Classroom, where tasks and assignments are uploaded, completed and corrected on-line. Some of us have 

even had live teaching sessions with classes on Google Meet and other platforms.  The Covid – 19 pandemic has hastened the 

introduction of e-teaching and e-learning in our school, much faster than we have envisaged it.  Staff and learners alike are enjoying 

the interactions on different platforms, and we are engaging with the new forms of learning.  Indeed teaching and learning are 

continuing in these different spaces. 

 

I want to thank the educators for their response to the challenges posed by the Covid-19 pandemic and for the ways in which they 

found new ways to engage learners in their classes despite the physical isolation.  I want to thank them for time spent preparing work 

and challenging learners despite the less than ideal conditions, and for doing this on an ongoing basis since the lockdown has begun. I 

want to ask parents, if you are at home with your child, to ensure that they are engaging with the work submitted by teachers.  

Learners should be spending between to three to four hours daily (GET  Phase) and five to six hours daily (FET phase) on their work. 

 

Given then that teachers are continuing to work with learners and that teaching and learning has been going on continuously, the duty 

of parents to pay school fees remains.  If school fees are not paid, the school cannot meet its financial commitments on a monthly 

basis.  Creditors still have to be paid, the staff who continue to perform their duty, despite the lockdown, need to be paid, and the 

school needs to continue to meet its financial responsibilities.  We find ourselves caught in a bind here, in that we appeal to parents to 

keep up with the payment of school fees in order to keep things as normal as possible. Where parents are having difficulties, they 

must please inform the relevant director, (contact details provided below) to work out a way forward. 

 

South Africa will eventually also get through the Covid-19 pandemic despite the difficult and challenging times we face right now. 

All of this is further complicated by the fact that we cannot meet our parent body in meetings to discuss these issues due to social 

distancing.  We are appealing to parents via this medium to help us through this time, so that we can come out on the other side of this 

challenge.  Parents have always responded excellently in the face of past challenges, and we are appealing to you to do so once again, 

this time. 

 

H. Weber (082 200 4592)      RP  Shivambu  (082 562 8941) 


